 International Energy Agency head on fossil fuel development
Guardian interview  May 2021

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/may/18/no-new-investment-in-fossil-fuels-demands-top-energy-economist
Exploitation and development of new oil and gas fields must stop this year and no new coal-fired power stations can be built if the world is to stay within safe limits of global heating and meet the goal of net zero emissions by 2050, the world’s leading energy organisation has said.
Fatih Birol, the IEA’s executive director and one of the world’s foremost energy economists, told the Guardian: “If governments are serious about the climate crisis, there can be no new investments in oil, gas and coal, from now – from this year.”
He said strong new policies were needed from governments around the world: “More and more countries are coming up with net zero commitments, which is very good, but I see a huge and growing gap between the rhetoric [from governments] and the reality.”
The IEA has released its most comprehensive report yet into what is needed to achieve the world’s climate goals, the implications of which will be felt around the world. Few governments intend to halt fossil-fuel exploration. The UK is licensing new oil and gas fields in the North Sea, China is building coal-fired power plants, and oil companies are still investing in new output.
Birol said they must reconsider. “Our report does not ban anyone from anything. If governments are planning investments, it is up to them. But if governments make commitments to net zero emissions, they should see what the implications are.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
'Stop Rosebank' appeal by 350.org

https://act.350.org/sign/stop-rosebank/
The UK government is preparing to approve the Rosebank oil field - the biggest undeveloped oil field in the North Sea. It’s almost three times the size of Cambo. We have to stop this field. Together we will.
The climate impacts of Rosebank would be catastrophic: the emissions from burning its oil and gas would be more than the annual CO2 emissions of the 28 lowest-income countries combined. In other words, this one UK field would produce more pollution than the world’s 700 million poorest people produce in a whole year.
And Rosebank won’t do anything to lower our energy bills, or make our energy supply safer. In fact, a project like Rosebank is designed to make oil giants even richer at our expense. Rosebank’s developers - including Norwegian oil giant Equinor - stand to get a half billion pound tax break just for going through with the field.
We say: no more. No more tax breaks for oil giants. No more skyrocketing energy bills. No more oil fields that ruin our chances at a liveable future. We’ve seen the effects of 1.1C degrees of global heating - devastating floods across Pakistan, rivers drying up across Europe, and scorching heat in China in the last few months alone. We cannot let it get hotter. Rosebank will only pour more fuel on the fire.
Response from  Jamie Halcro Johnston MSP  (Scottish Conservative and Unionist)
Shadow Minister for Business, Trade, Tourism and Enterprise  
to personal email supporting FoE Scotland's opposition to Rosebank

The Scottish Conservatives believe few things are as urgent as tackling the climate emergency and preventing its disastrous consequences for people all over the world, and so we support Scotland reaching net zero emissions by 2045.
 
 We need to gradually reduce our dependence on non-renewable energy sources, rather than take knee jerk decisions that will see us import oil and gas from other countries which would lead to increased pollution, but will not create jobs in Scotland. We need to recognise the importance of the oil and gas sector as a major employer, and just turning off the taps on that right now would cause significant economic harm.
 
Scotland’s oil and gas sector is a major employer supporting over 100,000 jobs. As mentioned above, we need to transition away from non-renewable energy sources eventually but we need to do that gradually and sensibly in a way that ensures we protect those jobs and deliver a real future for the sector and the North East.
 
The North Sea oil and gas sector can have a decades long future, even as we reduce emissions. Furthermore, Russia’s recent invasion of Ukraine has shown that it has become more important than ever that we have a secure domestic supply as part of our future energy mix if we are to meet our future energy needs. The Rosebank field will help provide this energy security during the transition to net zero, without leaving us dependent on volatile and more polluting foreign imports.
 
The Scottish Government’s obligation should be to bring Scotland in as a full partner in the North Sea Transition Deal, to protect jobs and reduce emissions in that sector. We would support emerging renewable technologies, such as tidal, and expand Scotland’s pumped hydroelectric energy storage and carbon capture capacity.

